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René Romero Schuler: 
LIFE AND WORKS
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If there is one all-embracing theme 
throughout the life and works of fine artist 
René Romero Schuler, it is this: There is 
always more lying beneath the surface. 
René does not identify herself as a victim, 
nor does she carry the visage of one, but 
beneath her beautiful surface is a life that 
has seen its struggles including abuse 
and homelessness. Overcoming these 
struggles and the life she has subsequently 
built is where she draws the strength and 
inspiration found in the works she creates. 
Known specifically for her paintings of 
abstracted figures and constructed spaces, 
she executes her works in thick impastos 
that resonate in richly layered, deep 
tones in multiple dimensions. Every piece 
she creates, whether sculpted with her 
palette knife on canvas or paper, or three-
dimensional sculpture, has great texture, 
surface tension, and depth. The content, 
human figures or their landscapes, are 
deconstructed of their specificity and speak 
to a more universal and visceral reality.
 
“My figures tend to be very feminine 
because every one of them is me on some 
level. But they are as much me as they are 
everyone. I want people to look at these 
figures and see them through my eyes…
to see me. In every work I create, I strive 
to show the imperfection, stress, and 
underlying beauty of the beings I portray. 
There are no fine characteristics or clearly 

defined attributes in these figures. They are 
‘everyone’ and ‘no one.’ They are stripped 
to their most essential elements…their 
most basic form. The meaning is in the 
representation of the image, not the image 
itself. My hope is that my work touches the 
hearts of those who look at it, and that it 
helps them the same that it has helped me.”

René Romero Schuler is an internationally 
recognized fine artist, having built a career 
for herself in the past couple decades 
that includes exhibitions in Paris, Rome, 
and her native Chicago, among several 
other locales. Her first solo exhibition, at 
Jennifer Norback Fine Art in 2011, yielded 
unprecedented sales (more than half the 
pieces shown were sold), and her work is 
included in private collections around the 
world and in the public collections of Hyatt 
Hotels, Neiman Marcus Groups, Logitech, 
and the Prudential Building lobbies in 
Chicago, among others, as well as in the 
permanent archives of the Art Institute 
of Chicago. She is regularly featured in 
solo and group exhibitions nationally and 
internationally and has taught painting at 
the Illinois Institute of Art and Chicago City 
Colleges and has lectured at Northwestern 
University. She is a current board member of 
the Loyola University Museum of Art (LUMA) 
in Chicago and remains active socially and 
philanthropically, including her charity of 
choice, Erika’s Lighthouse – a grassroots 

educational organization dedicated to 
raising awareness of adolescent depression 
and mental health for young people.

“What I hope to convey in my life and 
works is a sense of strength and of self. It 
is important to me that my work can touch 
people in a very profound and meaningful 
way. My target audience is literally 
everyone. There is no one on Earth who 
does not want to see beauty and strength 
within themselves. My work is about 
looking beyond what we see…about taking 
away judgment based on the physical. It 
is about spirituality, nurturing, love, and 
inner strength. Spirit is what connects all 
of humanity. The innate human nature that 
drives us to judge one another based on 
nothing more than face value is a notion 
that fascinates me and thoroughly influences 
the direction of my work. I have many great 
artistic influences, of course, but my own 
exploration has become what truly propels 
me forward. My personal quest for a feeling 
of connection to what lies around me has 
not only been a very spiritual mission, but 
it has led me to a deep understanding of 
something I learned from Deepak Chopra 
many years ago: ‘We are all spiritual beings 
in rented bodies…this body is a blessing, 
but is temporary. Only the spirit endures.’ ”

“My work is about looking beyond what we see…”
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Abicah
60 x 60 in. oil on canvas
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“The impasto nature of my work is very deliberate. It helps me to convey that humans  

  are not perfect in a clear, yet abstract, way. The lines should be a little blurred. There   

  should be scratches and marks. This is the true reality of who we are and we are     

  beautiful because of them.”
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Josephine
40 x 40 in. oil on canvas
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“Every figure I create is an amalgamation of myself on some level, but they are as much  

  me as they are everyone. I bring a lot of emotion into every piece that I 

  create and it helps me in so many ways to do that. My hope is that 

  my work also touches the hearts of those who look at it, and that it 

  helps them too.”
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Delilah
28 x 24 in. oil on canvas
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“There is no one on Earth who does not want to see beauty and strength within    

  themselves. My work is about looking beyond what we see...about taking away      

  judgment based on the physical. It is about spirituality and nurturing and love 

  and inner strength.”
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“When I use my palette knife to ‘scar’  

  the surface of my work, they are most  

  certainly depictions of my own scars,  

  the real ones and the emotional 

  ones, but in the creating of these 

  marks, I think I am, in a sense, taking 

  my power back.”
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“I am proud of my work and to be creating work that touches people...That     

  people want to own...That has meaning for them. I am proud when I complete    

  each piece and feel in my heart, I’ve done my best work. That is 

  my greatest accomplishment.”
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	René Romero Schuler Spreads_FINAL_copyright 39
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